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general depression of the temperature. He believes in the localization 
of thermic centres, and divides them into thermogenic and thermo- 
inhibitory, the former being at the base of the brain, the latter in the 
cortex. 

He holds that the basilar thermogenic centres act directly upon the 
tissues and without the intervention of the vaso-motor system. 

The cortical inhibitory centres cause a reduction of temperature by 
a direct action upon the thermogenic centres at the base of the brain. 
The path of thermic inhibition is different from that of vaso-motor 
inhibition. 

The phenomena of hypothermia and hyperthermia are due to exci¬ 
tation and not to paralysis. 

If the cortical centres are more functionally excited than the basal 
hypothermia ensues; if the basal excitation preponderates then hyper¬ 
thermia results. The spasm or paralysis of the cutaneous vaso-constrictors 
does not have any influence upon these phenomena. He concludes his 
monograph with a theoretical explanation of the phenomena of fever, 
holding that its temperature-part is dependent upon the nervous system 
and its thermic centres. Isaac Ott. 

Lectures on Diseases of the Spinal Cord. By Pierre 
Marie, M.D., Associate Professor of the Faculty of 
Medicine of Paris. Pp. 504; 244 illustrations. G. 
Masson, Paris, France, 1892. 

This volume contains thirty-eight lectures upon diseases of the 
spinal cord. The author, from his long hospital experience and his 
intimate association with the neurological clinics of la Salpetriere has 
had ample opportunity for closely studying his subject. A careful 
perusal of the work shows that each disease has been treated with a 
thoroughness and attention to detail which leaves little room for unfavor¬ 
able criticism. And yet, when the reader has turned the final page, he 
cannot but wonder why the book was ever written. 

As a series of lectures to students they are excellent; thoroughly 
exhaustive, and well expressed. But they contain nothing new, nothing 
which has not been just as well said for many years. The major part of 
the volume deals with the anatomy both normal and pathological, and 
with the symptomatology of the various spinal affections. Tabes dor¬ 
salis naturally receives the greatest part of the author’s attention. Very 
nearly half the volume is devoted to the consideration of this disease. 
The lectures on the Symptomatology and Morbid Anatomy are a com¬ 
plete resume of the subject, and the chapter on Tabetic Arthropathies is 
one of the most important and interesting features of the work. In 
regard to the treatment of diseases of the spinal cord the author has but 
little to say. Whether it is that he feels the hopelessness of any efforts 
directed against organic disease, or whether he considers that the treat¬ 
ment of disease is of minor importance compared to the pathology and 
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morbid anatomy, it is difficult to say. In either event the reader is not 
likely to obtain much information which can be put to practical use in 
controlling the manifestations of disease. 

One point of interest in the etiology of spinal affections is the 
author’s firm belief in the theory of infection in some instances, and 
particularly in the causation of multiple sclerosis. He considers it quite 
possible that that disease may be absolutely arrested by the use of some 
substance similar to the vaccine of Pasteur or the lymph of Koch, but 
does not tell us what that substance is. 

The numerous illustrations which adorn the work capitally serve 
their purpose. 

As a whole, the book is a good one. In regard to matters of fact it 
is correct according to the present state of our knowledge. But it is 
merely a reiteration in the author’s own language of what has been 
written many times before. G. M. H. 

Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences. Edited 
by Chas. E. Sajous, M.D., and seventy associate editors. 
Five volumes. The F. A. Davis Co., publishers. 1892. 

The Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences for 1892 comes to us 
earlier this year and all the more welcomingly. The perusal of this 
reference book gives no end of interest and instruction. As we examine 
the work the conviction grows stronger that while in other fields of 
medicine advancement takes place and much is done in the way of 
valuable communications to journals and in books, that something is 
lacking in the special field of neurology. There seems to be an apology 
on the part of all the reviewers in this department for the “very little 
that has been done.” 

Still, if one cons this section, new ideas and new impressions are 
made. 

Without a good work like this Annual Review how hard it would 
be to keep apace with advancing thought in medical science in all her 
various directions and in all the languages of the world. It is held by 
the student and active worker that the digest and review portions of our 
medical journals are the most valuable, and the importance and value 
of a journal depends to a greater extent upon this characteristic than 
any other. 

The Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences is as careful and com¬ 
plete as it can be. It is undoubtedly of incalculable value to thousands 
of workers. It may not be perfect, but it is as yet the best Annual 
Review and Digest of Medical Sciences in the world. 



